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by time and earthquakes, rather than by man's hand. In the last century, 
when Stuart visited the site, eleven columns were still standing. Travelers in 
1829 reported only the present number, seven. The foundations of these are 
fast crumbling, and although the Greek government has done its best to 




strengthen them, the time cannot be far distant when these columns too shall 
have fallen, and with them the last standing monument of the splendid city 
of the Isthmus, Corinth, lumen totius Graeciae. E. C< 



ABERCIUS (AVIRCIUS), PAGAN OR CHRISTIAN? 



The Antimontanistic Anonymous, 192 or 193 A. D., cited by Eusebius, 
C. H. y V., 16, 3, dedicates his work to a certain Avircius Marcellus (Harnack, 
Gesch. der Altchristl. Litteratur, I., 240-1). This Avircius has been identi- 
fied by Lightfoot, Colossians 54, also 5. Ignatius and S. Pofycarp, I., 476-85 ; 
Zahn, Forschungen zur Geschichte des N. T. Kanons, V., 1893, pp. 57-99, and 
others with the Abercius whose fantastic and somewhat legendary biography 
was written by Simeon Metaphrastes of the second half of the fourth century 
{Patrol. Graec, cxv, 121 1 f. ed. Migne). 1 In this biography is found a copy 
of the funeral inscription which Abercius had made for himself in his seventy- 

1 See on him Delahaye in Revue des questions historiques, 1893, Julv, 49. 
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second year of age, in Hexameters, with the exception of verse 2 which is a 
Pentameter. 

In 1 88 1 Ramsay found another funeral inscription of a certain Alexander 
of Hieropolis in Phrygia, dating of the year 300 of the Sullan era, i. e., 216 
A. D., of which 11. 1-3 and 20-22 are an almost identical copy of the Aber- 
cius inscription. A metrical mistake in 1. 2 proves it to be a copy of the 
Abercius text, not vice versa (see Bulletin de corresp. helle?uque, July 1882). 
This Alexander was confessedly a Christian, and lived about the same time as 
Abercius. A few years later the same discoverer found near Hieropolis 
fragments, 11. 7-15, of the original Abercius Epitaph. 1 These discoveries 
gave new impetus to the study of this epitaph called by de Rossi, " The Queen 
among Christian Inscriptions." Zahn in Forschungen, I. c, following Meta- 
phrastes, maintained that Abercius was only a wealthy, influential Christian 
layman, not a bishop. 

The Christian character of the whole inscription, first doubted by Tillemont, 
Memoires, II., 1694, p. 299, 621 and 663 fol., was assailed by G. Ficker, Privat- 
docent in Halle, in a communication submitted, through A. Harnack, to the 
Royal Academy at Berlin and published in their Sitzungsberichte, 1894, 
Feb. 1, pp. 87-112. Ficker wishes to show that Abercius was a priest of 
the Cybele and that the whole inscription must be explained from the point 
of view of the mysteries connected with the Cybele worship. Not a word in 
the whole epitaph proves plainly and unmistakably its Christian origin, not 
the slightest allusion to the hope of the Christian in death, the aapKbs dpcurrcum. 

Ficker's interpretation was ridiculed by Duchesne in the Bulletin Critique, 
March 13, 1894, the severe criticism being concurred in by the venerable de 
Rossi in the Bullet, di Archeol. Crist., 1894, p. 69. Victor Schulze, so well 
known for his contributions to Christian Archaeology, examined in Theol. 
LiteraturbL, 1894, Nos. 18 and 19, very minutely the conclusions arrived at 
by Ficker and showed a number of weak points undermining the latter's posi- 
tion. 

Harnack, feeling somewhat responsible for the contribution of Ficker, 
came to the latter's help and published a special monograph : Zur Abercius 
Inschrift (Texte und Untersuchungen, XII., \b y pp. 28, Leipzig, 1895). On p. 
22, 1. 7 fol. he comes to the following result : Abercius was either a genuine 
pagan, or, what seems more probable, a member of that pagan, Gnostic sect 
in which a Christian /xvarrjpiov was combined with pagan mysteries. 2 

A. Hilgenfeld, in Zeitschriftfurwiss. Theol., Vol. XXXVIII., 639, accepted 
the former alternative, reading in 1. 12 Isis instead of irlans faith; that line 

1 See Ramsay, The Cities and Bishoprics of Phrygia, Jour, of Hellenic Stud. 
1883, p. 424 ff.; also see ibid., 1882, 339 ff. Harnack, Geschichte, I., 258-9. 

2 "Abercius ist entweder purer Heide gewesen, oder, was wahrscheinlicher, der, 
Anhanger eines heidnisch gnostichen Kultvereins, in welchem ein christliches Myste- 
rium mit heidnischen Mysterien verbunden war." 
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was damaged at the time when Simeon Metaphrastes copied the stone and he 
corrected ttLcttis into it. Abercius was originally a disciple of the Phrygian Attis 
who, according to the Gnostic hymn preserved in Hippolytusis/b/^., V., 9, was 
called by the Egyptians Osiris and is designated a shepherd. He is sent by 
this shepherd to Rome, where he saw, during the splendid festival of Isis 
the Osiris and Isis, the royal pair, and became acquainted with the 
Isis worshipers. A second central point of his life was a travel through 
Syria as far as Nisibis, where he followed a certain Paul as his Mitt^s and 
was guided by the divine Isis, which as sacred virgin offers him and his 
companion a large sacred fish. 

The latest contributor, Theodor Zahn ("Eine altchristliche Grabschrift 
und ihre jiingsten Ausleger," Neue Kirchl. Zeitchr. y VI., 863-886), stoutly 
maintains the Christian character of the whole inscription, as well as the 
unity of place and execution, the latter against Robert in Hermes, 1894, p 
425 foil. 

The following is a translation on the basis of Zahn's latest recension of 
the text : 
1. I, a citizen of an excellent city, have made this (epitaph) 

during my lifetime, so that I may publicly have a place of rest for my body, 

my name being Abercius, the disciple of a holy shepherd, 

who herds flocks of sheep on field and on mountain ; 
5. who has large eyes, overlooking everything ; 

for he taught me [the words ?] and trustworthy writings. 

To Rome he sent me to behold the king 

and to see the queen in golden robes, and golden sandals. 

A nation I saw there bearing a brilliant seal. 
10. And Syria's plain and all the cities I saw, (and) Nisibis, 

having crossed the Euphrates. But everywhere I had a companion, 

having Paul (sitting) on my chariot. Faith preceded everywhere (as a guide) 

and ever placed as a meal before me a fish from the well, 

immense, clean, whom a holy virgin had caught. 
15. And this (fish) faith gave to the friends at all times, 

(faith) having also excellent wine, giving the mixed potion along with the bread. 

This have I, Abercius, in my presence, caused to engrave. 

seventy years and two I have lived forsooth. 

Thou who knowest this, pray for Abercius, whosoever is of like faith. 
20. Into my grave let no one bury another. 

He that should do thus, shall pay into the Roman treasury 2000, 

and to my worthy city Hieropolis 1000 pieces of gold. W. M.-A. 



